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Good morning!

| spent the weekend representing CVTA at CTA's State Council Meeting, alongside our other
elected representative, Monica Martinez (MA). | sit on the Special Education subcommittee,
while Monica sits on the Retirement subcommittee. Our State Council Reports are issued
four times a year, are always shared with your Site Reps at Rep Council, and should be
made available to each of you.

State Council spent time discussing ongoing concerns about ICE, the Governor's proposed
State Budget, and we even had a visit from NEA's VP, Princess Moss, whose speech was
very powerful and motivating. Her statement, "Everyone can't do everything, but everyone
can do something," was especially meaningful, especially now!

What can you do? What will you do? We are facing more budget cuts in CVUSD, we are
currently in the midst of negotiations, we have experienced an ICE presence in our
communities, and so much more. There are actions you can take related to everything I've
mentioned, so watch for further details. One person alone can do something, but imagine
what can be done if CVTA members stood together in these actions!

Here are some items from State Council I'd like to share now rather than waiting for Rep
Council in February (additional, less timely information will be shared with your reps at the
next meeting):

» CTA has many scholarships available for members and their dependents. Visit
cta.org/cta-scholarships to find out more.

+ NEA is seeking members to write letters regarding the importance of student safety as
related to ICE. NEA will deliver these letters directly to elected officials in DC as they
lobby over this issue. You can begin working on the letters now, but information will
come soon as to how to deliver them to NEA.

» The State Board of Education (SBE) is seeking current classroom educators to serve
as Instructional Materials Reviewers in the 2026 ELA/ELD Instructional
Materials Follow-up Adoption. Information about this follow-up adoption and
relevant reviewer information is available on the ELA/ELD Instructional Materials web
page (https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/index.asp). Qualified candidates can apply
directly at https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/go/elaeldadtimreviewapp2026.asp. This
application will close at 5 p.m. on February 13, 2026.

» NEA-RA candidacy forms are available on the CTA website. Take a look if you are
interested in attending the NEA-RA in July (held in Denver this year). This is to attend
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as a representative for CTA, not CVTA.
« Want to have a voice in developing a Portrait of a Graduate/Learner along with the
State Board of Education? Take a look at this flyer here for information. They are
looking for educators, students, family members, AND community members! Please
share.

HRIEd Services Meeting on Thursday
Vice-President Jeff Kruger and | have our regularly scheduled biweekly meeting this week
with HR and Ed Services administrators together. We plan to continue the discussion of
classroom visit notes left by admin, and adding in the new real-time modeling happening with
administrators in our classrooms. We will discuss staff and student safety, particularly
regarding the safety of our classrooms.

If you have anything you would like us to discuss (that is applicable for this type of meeting),
please reply to this email to share your concern. Time permitting, we will add items to our
agenda as appropriate.

ELPAC Testing
As ELPAC testing approaches, we'd like to remind you about testing a student one-on-one.
We realize for the speaking section it is recommended to test one student at a time. We
caution you against being alone with a student in a room. Please try to have two to three
other students in the room at the same time, as a minimum, and absolutely keep the door
open anytime you have one or just a couple students in the room.

Additionally, your administrator should provide time for calibrating with Moodle. Several sites
have already done this. Please speak to your site rep(s) if this hasn't happened at your
school site yet.

Proposition 55 Signatures
If your rep(s) still have the signature sheets, be sure you sign them. Our district stands to
lose more than $24 million if Prop 55 is not extended!

Retirement
If you are thinking about retiring in the next few years, consider signing up for one of the local
CalSTRS sessions listed on the flyer below. Those are group sessions and are not intended
for those of you wanting to retire this year. For a personalized appointment, you can call the
same number listed on the flyer, and options will be provided for the various meeting types.

Grievances
If you need to file a grievance, begin here by completing_the form so our Grievance Chair,
Ethan Lubin, can guide you. You can also reach him at grievancescvta@gmail.com.

Have a great week!

Visit Our Website
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Protect School Fundlng

Prop 55 Extension

$10 BILLION IN FUNDING FOR
SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY COLLEGES

CONTINUES EXISTING TAXES ON THE
WEALTHY

FAILURE TO PASS EXTENSION WOULD MEAN
MASSIVE EDUCATION CUTS IN 2030

POTENTIALCUTTO
OUR DISTRICT:
$24.5M

Join our fight to extend Prop. 55 and keep our schools funded!
Coachella Valley Teachers Association

(760)619-9236/ cvtaprez@gmail.com/ www.mycvta.org
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Seasonal Group Sessions
Palm Desert CTA

75084 Gerald Ford Drive. Palm Desert. CA 92211
Explore your CalSTRS benefits and services with the help of a CalSTRS
benefits specialist in a group setting with fellow educators.

CalSTRS and Your Retirement
(Estimates provided)

Wednesday, November, 12, 2025
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Registration opens: October 1, 2025

CalSTRS and Your Retirement
(Estimates provided)

Wednesday, January 14, 2026

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Registration opens: December 3, 2025

CalSTRS and Your Retirement
(Estimates provided)

Wednesday, March 11, 2026

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Registration opens: January 28, 2026

CalSTRS and Your Retirement
(Estimates provided)
Wednesday, May 13, 2026

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Registration opens: April 1, 2026

INTERACT LEARN REGISTER

with fellow educators more about your 800-228-5453, option 3
in a small to large benefits

group sefting and prepare for your

Carissa Carrera
CVTA President

"An injury to one is an injury to all.”
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